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and made up into cases of nine bricks and securely
sewn in rawhide; then it is ready for exportation to
Tibet, two cases or (/am making an ordinary yak-load.1
On leaving Ta-chien-ln for Tibet a further duty of two
tael cents is levied by the native ruler of Chala on every
four bricks when exported by Chinese, and of one tael cent
when exported by Tibetans.
I cannot do better than to quote here from a pamphlet
written by Father Desgodins on the subject of the Tibetan
tea trade.2
"All the tea bricks prepared for the Tibetan market
are not of the same quality; but, according to the matu-
rity of leaves, to the more or less perfect fermentation, to the
color, to the proportion of leaves or of wood to the weight,
are divided into five standards. There are besides some
dozen loads of fine tea, also packed into bricks, to be sent
as presents from the Emperor to the Dalai lama, or to
be used by the Chinese officials and some few amongst
the native gentry. This fine tea is never an article of
trade.3
" The first standard is called SMh cliang chin by the
natives, and Gro-mang chu*pa by the Tibetans. These tea
bricks do got contain any tea wood, but only the best
fermented leaves of a dark brown (not black) color. A
light sprinkling of fine tea is generally added on both
ends of each brick. As it is better flavored, and as a
less quantity is required, it is the tea preferred as drink
by those who can afford to buy it* Each brick weighs
generally five and a half English pounds, and is sold at
1 Fonr parJea form a Tco&ru? three     tariat.   I have slightly altered the
kodru make a gam, and two gam a    transcription, of Tibetan and Chinese
fyab or load-   The average weight of    names.   The notes are mine.
a gam is forty-five IW.                                % It   is   ealled   by   the   Chinese
* "A Tea Trade with Thibet." Pub-     Chm yu  ch*a or ffsi ek'a, and by
Mailed in 188S by the Bengal- Seere-    Tibetans, dr$ don&